G 2. Comme
E nt upon Tennyson’s attjt ; |
in Ulysges, | Yson's attitude to 1ite an presented

AnB. : :. R ‘ '
the . qu $Ses 15 not ‘a poem in which we are at all conscious of
morbid and the melancholy, though we may, if we like, see in

it Tennyson s resolution to overcome the mood of

despalr brought on
by the death of Hallam. The biographical appro

ach, indeed, has its
uses horc if only to show how admritably Tennyson has mastered his

experience and turned it into the 1mpersonal form of a work of art.’
However, Tennyson’s ideals of lifu have been made explicit in the
poem, |
The main theme, Qithc poem is that hfe has 1ts fruition i in work,
Life is meant for ceaseless worE A life of indolence is no more than
doath It is a life in death. A ht'e of rest from all toils and moils is
not d°51f°d It is an abhorrenco Knowledge is endless, so there is
- no end to work. We should all seck knowledge which is like a
sinking star ever bockonmg men to follow it. Life is action, adven-
ture. It is a longj journey from the known to the unknown As life
‘is short and death inevitable, we should not sxt idle, Bvery hour of
our. life should be spent in. scarch of new experienc&s after
oxpanences A,
Ulysses voarns to bol:eve tiiat hxs hfe is not 'ust a pa:.t it snll has .
2 future. He is a modern man of action. To remam satisfied with
the limited life of a king and to confine h1mself to customary, pious
’and virtuous deeds hoid no charm to him. He mys P
it litele profits that an idle king,
By thm still hearth, among these berren cragcs
Match’d with an aged wife, I mote and dole
Unequal Liws unio a savage race, :
That hoard and sleep, and feed, and know not me.
1 cannot rest from travel 1 wﬂl drmk
'Llfe to the lees s

! ‘ I am
Hc has more ‘than enough of honour fame and namo (

o hat he has
"_-‘become aname’), - Yet he will not rest contented f‘f”th :o 1d. But
t already attaxnec}v He has had epough experionce®.” bo, is ‘not ﬁnal-

thw experience, howevcr rxch and vaned it ET
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- Bxparience is like an arch of the horizon. onableg
|

vision of the unknown, unexplored world but ths ideal jg ‘o Bave,,
attained ¢
Yet all experience is an arch wherethro®
Gleams that untravelle’d world, whose margin fadeg
For .over and ever when 1 move,

Ulysses says that our span of life is not sufficient fo
reaching our goal in life. Man’s o is short. Ulysses jg jof; with ogl,
a small fraction of this little span of life. He is therefore firmly deter.
mined to make the best use of every hour of life. T Temain inactiv
means an end of life. Of one such life he will add neyw knowledga o
it. He says; ) S : '

ressensm e oo vennesLife piled on life
* Were all too littlo, and of one to me
Little remains : but overy hour is saved
From that eternal silence, ’éométhing more,
A bringer of new things : | iy |
Ulysses condemas a life of idleness. Heo likes to exhaust all hi;
energies to spend his life in action. He: likes to gain more knowledge,
to go beyond the limits of human knowledgé. He will follow the
star of knowledge beyond the horizon of the known into the regions
of the unknown :
, ses v e Lvile it were
For some three suns to stors and hoard myself,
And this grey spirit yearning in desire
To follow knowledge like'a sinking star,
. Boyond the -utrh:ost bound of human thought.

Ulysses appeals to his mariners to join him in his last great
journey, It is true that they have bocome old and the vigour of youth
has been taken away from them. But still they are left with g great
deal of their ancient strength of'bady and mind. With the remnant.
of this they will make new discoverics :
" Tho’ much is taken, much sbides ; and tho’

We are not now that strongth which in old days

e Moved_mthand heaven ; that which WO are, wo aro ;
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