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A sensitization on Mukha Shilpo [19"" May 2023]

Organized by: NSS Unit Il of Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya and Department of
Bengali

Venue: Milanyatan
Participants: 59 Students and 33 teaching & non-teaching staffs

Introduction: On 19" May 2023, the NSS Unit 1l of Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya

and Department of Bengali in collaboration with IQAC, RSM organized a sensitization
prograame on Mukha Shilpo. The initiative aimed to foster a sense of cultural heritage of local
handicraft, Mukha shilpo among students.

Purpose: The primary objective of this sensitization programme was to stir a sense of cultural
heritage of local handicraft, Mukha shilpo among students. By actively involving students in
this program, the organizers aimed to encourage the participants to be associated with mukhosh
manufacture and hand over the baton of maintaining indigenous cultural heritage of the district.

Programme Details: The sensitization programme commenced at 12 noon and continued until
3:30PM. The following activities were conducted:

1. Welcome Address: The programme began with a welcome address delivered by the
NSS coordinators, highlighting the significance of promoting and supporting
indigenous cultural heritage.

2. Sensitization: Dr. Chandan Roy, the honorable Principal sir of the college deliver a
detailed speech on the history, origin, mythology related to Mukha shilpo. He has long
been associated with one of the famous Mukha shilpo artist of Dinajpur for his research
work. Hence, he has shared his experience on Mukha shilpo. He has declared that if
students are interested in learning our college can start an add-on course or 30 hours
project work on manufacturing of mukhosh with help of Mr. Paresh Sarkar, one of the
mukhashilpo artists of the district.
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3. Demonstration on Mukhosh manufacture: A brief presentation-based demonstration on
Mukhosh manufacture was provided to the students to encourage our young brigadiers.

4. Interactive Session: An interactive session was conducted. The session encouraged
students to brainstorm ideas on how to promote this cultural heritage within the college.
Principal sir has encouraged students to come up with new ideas on mukhosh
preparation.

5. Conclusion and Feedback: The programme concluded with a vote of thanks extended
to all participants for their active involvement. Feedback was collected from the
students to assess their experience and gather suggestions for workshop on mukha
shilpo.

Outcome: The sensitization programme witnessed enthusiastic participation from many
students. The initiative not only facilitated the concept of ‘vocal for local’ but also inspired
students to promote our own indigenous cultural heritage.

Conclusion: The sensitization programme organized by NSS Unit Il of Raiganj Surendranath
Mahavidyalaya and Department of Bengali served as a commendable effort towards promoting
cultural heritage among students. It not only strength local economy but also instilled a sense
of preserving local culture and small scale cottage industries, emphasizing the importance of
holistic well-being.

Acknowledgment: We extend our sincere gratitude to all the participants, faculty members,
and volunteers who contributed to the success of the sensitization programme.
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Subject: Notice for a sensitization programme on Mukha Shilpo

All the students of Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya are hereby informed that a sensitization
programme on “Mukha shilpo’ has been jointly organised by NSS Units of RSM and the Department
of Bengali in collaboration with IQAC at 12 noon onmwards on 19-05-2023_ All are requested to be
present at Rabindra Kakshya ahead of the scheduled time.

In this sensitization programme our honourable principal Dr Chandan Roy will share his valuable
experience of working on Mukha Shilpo.

Dr. Chﬂan Roy

Principa
Raiganj Surcndranath Mahavidyalaya
Principal 3
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Gomira dance: A Local foIkdance where performers wear masks to describe mythology of

Mahiravana (Son of Ravana)
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Kushmandi's (a village in Dinajpur) annual festival of mask dancing
and folk fair Mukha Mela is back. again. If you haven't heard of it or
been here before. then save this weekend (Oct 26-28) for a short
trip here. A festival of dancing masks (also known as Gomira), Mukha
Mela is a rural folk fair that brings tfogether the wooden and bamboo
maskers. pottery artists, basket weavers and other rural craft experts
from Kushmandi and its adjoining areas. Blooming under the
patronage of UNESCO, be here to pick masks (they are all collector's
items) and witness the Gomira dance as men wear masks to please
the gods and ward off evil from the community. The dance is part of
the ritualistic dance forms in Bengal and the east that worships the
primordial. feminine energies of Adi-Shakti and Shiva. What is
interesting is that the dancers are all male. mostly carpenters,
farmers and craftsmen. And there are no vocal or oral parts in the
dance.
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A report on Mukha shilpo written by Dr. Chandan Roy published in daily newspaper
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Snippets of Workshop on Mukha shilpo (A One-day visit to Hastashilpo Mesuem at Mahishbathan)
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Wooden sculpture Artist and one of our students in same frame  More masks of Hindu God and Goddess
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Creations with creators

An artist is crafting wooden basket and show pieces
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Nature Club Report
Date: 23/04/2022

Organized by: Nature Club in collaboration with IQAC, Raiganj Surendranath
Mahavidyalaya

Venue: Kulik Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary
Participants: twenty-seven (including teaching staffs)

Introduction:

Amidst the advancement of science and technology, preservation of environment has become
mere stark in view of restless human overexploitation of natural resources in recent times.
Nature club, Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya, has been formed to sensitize, motivate and
educate students about the need for conservation of Mother nature. Nature club membership is
free and open to students from all Departments of RSM and they strive hand to protect their
environment and the campus.

Program details:

All the participants were brought to a day long nature trail to Kulik Wildlife and Bird sanctuary.
Students were thrilled to witness several exotic and indigenous fishes, common nesting birds,
and various regional plant and mammalian species.

It was a day well spent in the lap of nature involving long energetic walk complemented with
chirping of birdsongs emanating from every tree, hundreds of bats roosting in the trees, Turtle
peeping out of the water, with sags and cormorants basking in the sun. Vibrant butterflies
fluttering all along the trails.

Students studied about the nature and habitats of all the flora and fauna required for the
preservation to make a healthy ecosystem around.

Bats roosting in the tree Red cotton stainer on tree trunk
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Students gathered near turtle pond

Mahavidyalaya
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Nilgai antelopes within the enclosure
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Common Mormon butterfly mating in wild habitat
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Cockatlel

Geographical Range :- Australia
Habitat :- Nomadic

Scientific Name :- Nymphucus hollandicus
Conservation Status :- Least Concern

The cockatiel is a bird that is a member of the cockatoo family endemic to
Australia. They are prized as household pets and companion parrots throughout
the world and are relatively easy to breed. As a caged bird. cockatiel are second
in popularity only to the budgerigar.

The “normal grey” or “wild-type” cockatiel’s plumage is primarily grey with
prominent white-flashes on the outer edges of each wing. The face of the male
is yellow or white, while the face of the female Is primarily grey and both
sexes fealure a round orange area on both ears, often referred to as
ucheddar cheeks”. This orange colouration is generally vibrant in adult males
and often quite muted in females. The cockatiel's distinctive erectile crest
expresses the animal's emotional state.

Students have been taught about the geographical distribution, habit and habitat of
different indigenous and exotic birds

Various exotic fishes in the aguarium
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A Promotional activity on Cultivation of Tulaipanji: A Local
Delicacy

Date: 23/05/202

Organized by: Nature Club and Department of Zoology in collaboration with IQAC,
Raiganj SurendranathMahavidyalaya

Venue: Milanyantan
Participants: thirty-two teaching & non-teaching staff and fifty-three students

Introduction:

Tulaipanji is a traditional rice cultivation practice in Uttar Dinajpur, a district in the Indian state of
West Bengal. The word "Tulaipanji” literally means "twice-season rice™ in Bengali, which refers to
the unique method of planting and harvesting rice twice in a year. The Tulaipanji rice cultivation
practice in Uttar Dinajpur dates back to the 18th century, when the local farmers began to adopt
this innovative method to cope with the erratic rainfall patterns and flooding in the region. The
technique involves planting two crops of rice in the same field, one in the regular monsoon season
(Kharif) and another in the post-monsoon season (Rabi). In addition to its economic benefits,
Tulaipanji rice cultivation has also helped to preserve traditional farming practices and cultural
heritage in Uttar Dinajpur. The farmers' knowledge and skills are passed down from generation to
generation, ensuring that this unique practice continues to thrive in the region. At present,
Tulaipanji rice is celebrated as an integral part of Uttar Dinajpur's cultural identity and agricultural
heritage. The district is famous for its high-quality Tulaipanji rice, which is sought after by food
connoisseurs and restaurateurs from across India.

Program details:

Program Title: "A promotional activity on cultivation of Tulaipanji: a Local Delicacy"

Objective: To educate Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya students about the benefits and
characteristics of Tulaipanji rice, a traditional and unique variety of rice from West Bengal, and to
promote its cultivation and consumption among students.

Target Audience: Students of Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya, particularly families of those
pursuing agriculture, horticulture, or related fields.

Program Outline:

1. Introduction to Tulaipanji Rice: A brief overview of the history, importance, and characteristics of
Tulaipanji rice, highlighting its unique features such as its non-glutinous texture, sweeter taste, and
higher nutritional value.

2. Cultivation Techniques: PowerPoint Presentations on the best practices for cultivating Tulaipanji
rice, including soil preparation, irrigation methods, and pest management.

3. Characteristics and Nutritional Value: A detailed discussion on the nutritional benefits of
Tulaipanji rice, including its high protein content, low glycemic index, and antioxidant properties.

4. Market Opportunities: A presentation on the market potential of Tulaipanji rice, including its
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demand in local markets, potential for export, and opportunities for value addition (e.g., processing
into rice flour or snacks).

5. Student Engagement: Interactive activities such as quizzes, games, or group discussions to engage
students and encourage them to ask questions and share their experiences.

6. Practical Demonstration: A hands-on demonstration of Tulaipanji rice cultivation techniques,
allowing students to participate and learn from experienced farmers or experts.

7. Q&A Session: A final Q&A session to address any questions or concerns students may have
about Tulaipanji rice cultivation or consumption.

Program Materials:

Powerpoint presentations on cultivation techniques and market opportunities
Demonstration plots or seedlings for hands-on experience

Program Timeline:

Program duration: 1-2 hours

Date and time: 23/05/2023 from 12 noon onwards

Venue: Milanyantan (in-door), Bindole village (out-door)

Conclusion:

By organizing this program, Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya students will gain a
deeper understanding of Tulaipanji rice cultivation and its characteristics, which can
inspire them to adopt sustainable agriculture practices, promote local food systems, and
contribute to the preservation of traditional agricultural knowledge.

RAIGANJ SURENDRANATH MAHAVIDYALAYA

]
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Subject: Notice for a Promotional Activity on Cultivation of Tulaipanji

All the students of Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya are hereby informed that a promotional
activity on Cultivation of Tulaipanji: A Local Delicacy has been jointly organised by Nature Club
RSM and Department of Zoology in collaboration with IQAC. All are requested to be present at
Rabindra Kakshya at 12 noon onwards on 23-05-2023.

In this promotional activity Dr Sujay Ghosh will deliver on Tulaipanji and its holistic wellbeing.

Dr. r.!lfh... Roy
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On December 2023, Department of Economics of the college conducted a survey to showcase how

villages of Uttar Dinajpur promote and preserve indigenous products and cultures under the project titled
‘Pronam’.
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GAZE ITEER OF THE DINAJPUR DISTRICT

a0 miles. Itis a sluggish stream of little importance,
.\nmtn~0 (ributaries. The village of Patiraj, the most Impor-
l\;:][(hmurkt“ in the south-western part of the district, is sity-
ated oN its right bank. o .
‘ The Tangan enters the district on its northern bound-
ary from Jalpaiguri, and after passing through the thanas of
Thakurgaon, Pirganj, Kaliyagan) apd Bansihari, and skirt-
ing that of Gangarampur, passes into the Malda district,
where it joins the Mahananda. Its entire course in Dinajpur
district is about 80 miles. The channel of this river is rather
narrow, with steep banks, and 1s sandy in its upper reaches.
In the rains fair-sized country boats can come up almost as
far as the headquarters of the Thakurgaon subdivision, which
is situated on its left bank. Besides Thakurgaon, Shihole
and Bansihari are the only places of any importance situ-
ated on its banks. The former is the centre of a weekly
market of some note, while the latter is only noteworthy as
being the site of the local police station. This river is con-
nected, about the centre of the Thakurgaon subdivision,
with the Punarbhaba by a rather interesting canal called the
Ramdanra, said to have been constructed by Raja Ramnath
of Dinajpur as a means of communication between two of

his country seats, Gobindnagar and Prannagar.

The Principle tributaries of the Tangan are the
Ghoramara, a small streamlet rising near Ruhiya, and join-
ing the Tangan at Mandalpara, a few miles below
Thakurgaon, and the Tulai, which, rising in the jurisdiction
of Pirganj, and passing through the small mart of Birol,
Joins the Tangan in Bansihari thana.

The Punarbhaba rises from a marsh called
Brahmanpukhur in the Thakurgaon thana, and after pass-
Ing through Birganj thana and entering the Kotwali thana
'S.JOi.nCd by the Dhepa, a mile or two above the town of
Dinajpur. Notwithstanding the fact that the Dhepa is the
'?fger river, the name of Punarbhaba is given to the com-
bined streams from this point onwards. Leaving Kotwali
thana the river enters that of Gangarampur, near the head-
quarters of which it sends off a branch called the Brahmant,
Which after a course of 18 miles rejoins the parent stream on
the Malda border. A few miles below Gangarampur the two
;}I‘a""els are united by a canal. On nearing the houm_Jary qt
foflda the river turns due south, and runs paral!cl with this

about 20 miles through a stretch of low-lying country
5
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called the Duba, from its being subject 1 in

rainy season, ull 1t enters Malda, a few mlilln-dmmn Ih

important grain mart of Nithpur. Its ultimage ‘l\ be Ow ”°

the Mahananda. The Punarbhaba i n.'lvmahl(-t\ll oy ],(

boats during the rains as far as its junction W”Lll':| Lnumr;
e

and even higher. Atother times of the year js 4 lepy
are shallow and easily fordable, bui d“”nP ©F reach,
through the Duba its channel narrows ang dct l"\
never fordable even in the height of the dry ‘%c: S
town of Dinajpur is situated on its lef hankts()n. The
Dinajpur and Nithpur the most impotant places (,}, CSides
are Gangarampur and Nayabazar. The former ig'l.s bank
headquarters, and the latter an important trading c"ca thana
considerable export trade in paddy and rice s Car?j[r(cj' A
this river, the principal collecting centres being Ny a(;) by
and Nithpur. Yabazar

The Dhepa takes its rise in a marsh cq d
Saselapiyala in the Thakurgaon thana, a few miles north (:)f
the source of the Punarbhaba. Entering Birganj it s Cie
nected near the thana headquarters with the Atrai by a cang
called the Malijol. This canal was dug by a Muhammadan
chief nameq Sadut Allt and previous to 1787-8 (the year in
which the Tista, of which the Atrai is a branch, changed its
course), carried a considerable volume of water. Of recent
years it, like the Dhepa itself, has silted up, and is never
navigable for large boats even in the rains. The only places
worth mention on the banks of the Dhepa are Birganj, the
thana headquarters, but otherwise unimportant, and
Kantanagar, where is an old and interesting temple now in
process of restoration by the present Maharaja of Dinajpur.
The bed of the river is broad, sandy and shallow. When itis
in flood large boats can sometimes get up as high as Birganj.
In the dry season it is easily fordable anywhere. Besides the
Dhepa the Punarbhaba has several small tributaries, of which
the Narta, the Sialdanga, the Hanchakatakhal, and the Nuna
may be mentioned. They are none of them of any impor-

tance.

The Atrai enters the district on the north-east near
the village of Joyganj and, flowing southwards for some 84
Balurghat

miles through the thanas of Birganj, Kotwali,

and Patnitola, enters Rajshahi in the extreme south. Pass-
ing through Rajshahi it finally joins a branch of the Ganges
It is said that the

called the Baral in the Pabna district.
6
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