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Department of English
In collaboration with
IQAC, Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya,
Organi

Special Lecture in online mode
On

“Gender Roles in Victorian Literature”
By

Shri Kunal Kumar Halder
Assistant Professor,

Department of English,

Bangabasi Morning College

Date: 30-05-2022
Time: 1.00 p.m. onward.
Google Meet Link will be shared in advance in the respective WhatsApp Groups

Patrons
Shri Arghya Ghosh Dr. Abhinandan Das
SDO, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur & Teacher-in-Charge
Hon’ble Administrator Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya

Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya

Organizing Committee

Dr. Sankar Kumar Roy, Co-ordinator, IQAC & Associate Professor, Department of Sociology,
Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya; Shila Saha, HOD, Department of English, Raiganj
Surendranath Mahavidyalaya; Anindra Kr Biswas, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya; Mithun Paul, SACT, Department of English, Raiganj

Surendranath Mahavidyalaya, Anuradha Paul, SACT, Department of English, Raiganj Surendranath
Mahavidyalaya




A Synoptic View:

portrayal of gender dynamics.
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Women Novelists m]

Women felt the need to express their own experiences
and struggles in their writings.

Women in the Victorian age contributed to the
development of the novel as both producers and
consumers.

One influence of such a presence was that the themes
of the Victorian novel were concerned with women’s
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lives in different ways.
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Highlights of the Lecture:

society.
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The Special Lecture on "Gender Roles in Victorian Literature" held on 30th May 2022 was a
significant event organized by the Department of English, Raiganj Surendranath
Mahavidyalaya. The lecture aimed to delve into the intricate exploration of gender roles as
depicted in Victorian literature, a pivotal era in literary history known for its complex
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Also in the meeting (57)

Shri Kunal Kumar Halder, an esteemed Assistant Professor from the Department of English
at Bangabashi Morning College, led the session with profound insights and scholarly
analysis. He meticulously dissected various literary works from the Victorian era, shedding
light on the prevailing gender norms, stereotypes, and the evolving role of women in
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Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice m:] -cont

O In Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice the snobbish Caroline Bingley Bronte depicts how men during the Victorian era could
lists the skills required by any young lady who considers herself do anything they pleased.
accomplished: Bertha Mason, t} esis of Jane Eyre, represents a
“A woman must have a thorough knowledge of music, singing, disruption in g
nething in her air and manner of She was a big woman, in stature almost equalling h-u
husband, and corpulent besides: she showed virile force
in contest” (Bronte, 307).

e, her address and expressions...” (Ch. 8)

0O As Miss Bingley emphasizes, it was important for a well-educated
girl to soften her erudition with a graceful and feminine manner. Due to her behaviours. Bertha is secluded from society
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Through an engaging discourse, Shri Halder navigated through canonical texts and lesser-
known works, illustrating the multifaceted representations of masculinity and femininity.
He discussed how Victorian literature often served as a mirror to societal norms, reflecting
the struggles, constraints, and aspirations of individuals within rigid gender frameworks.

Furthermore, Shri Halder explored the contributions of prominent Victorian writers such as
Charles Dickens, the Bronté sisters, and George Eliot in challenging conventional gender
roles and advocating for social reform. He elucidated how these authors utilized their
literary platforms to critique patriarchal structures, advocate for women's rights, and
challenge the notion of the "Angel in the House."

The lecture fostered a dynamic exchange of ideas, with participants actively engaging in
discussions and posing thought-provoking questions. Shri Halder's erudite presentation,
coupled with the enthusiastic participation of attendees, made the session intellectually
stimulating and enriching.
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Conclusion:

Report Compiled by:
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(Anindra Kumar Biswas)
Assistant Professor & HOD
Department of English

Raiganj Surendranath Mahavidyalaya

The Special Lecture on "Gender Roles in Victorian
Literature" proved to be a scholarly endeavor that

not only enriched the understanding of Victorian
literature but also stimulated critical reflections on
gender constructs prevalent in contemporary society.
The event, organized with meticulous planning and
under the esteemed patronage of Shri Argha Ghosh
and Dr. Abhinandan Das, received commendable
support from the organizing committee and
participants alike. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
Shri Kunal Kumar Halder for his insightful presentation
and to all participants for their active involvement, -~ @ @
contributing to the success of this academic endeavour.
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